Igneous Rock Classification Chart
	Characteristics
	Obsidian
	Granite
	Rhyolite
	Diorite
	Gabbro
	Basalt
	Pumice
	Porphyry

	VERY Small Crystals
	
	
	X
	
	
	X
	X
	

	Large (visible) crystals
	
	X
	
	X
	X
	
	
	

	Glassy
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Contains Quartz
	
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Mostly Dark
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	
	

	Mostly Light
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	

	Has bubble holes
	
	
	X
	
	
	?
	X
	

	Extremely Lightweight
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	

	Has spots
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X


Sedimentary Rock Classification Chart
	Characteristics
	Conglomerate
	Brecchia
	Sandstone
	Shale
	Limestone
	Chert
	Coquina
	Coal

	Has fragments too small to see
	
	
	
	X
	X
	X
	
	X

	Round Rock fragments
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Pointy Rock fragments
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Extremely hard/brittle
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	

	Dark Black Color
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X

	Contains Plant Material
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X

	Contains Shell Pieces
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	

	May feel Powdery
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	Feels Sandy
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	


Metamorphic Rock Classification Chart

	Characteristics
	Slate
	Schist
	Gneiss
	Quartzite
	Marble

	Foliated in some way
	X
	X
	X
	
	

	Large Mineral Grains
	
	
	X
	
	

	Medium-Sized Grains
	
	X
	
	
	

	Fine (Invisible) Grains
	X
	
	
	
	

	Metallic Crystals/Appearance
	
	X
	
	
	

	Swirled or streaked
	
	
	X
	
	

	Crystals only 1 color
	
	
	
	X
	X

	Very sparkly
	
	
	
	
	X


